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ABSTR.ACT

To initiate management of the wildlife resource in the
Western Region, a preliminary survey was ocarried out in the Bia
River area in early 1971. The major ooncerns of the study were the
status of rare speocies,priaciially the Pygmy Hippopotamus
(Cheeropsis liberiensis), the status of the important bushmeat
spe;ies, the importance of bushmeat as a source of protein in tle
area, and the problem of farm raiding by elephants. They study
area covered 1,120 square miles of semi-deciduous Rain Forest,

with a rich fauna of 35 species of larger mmmals, Iive scparate
studies were carried out, using walking transcots to colleot
information on wildlife and land use. Interviewing the local
people also provided soie valueable infornmation, as did discussions
with other Government Departments,

No evidence was found of the Pygmy Hippo, but otha rare
species, iece Red Colobus, Olive Colobus, Diana Monkey and Chimpanzece
were founde These speoies occur in low numbers :nd give some cause
for ooncerne The species important in the bushmeat trade were found
in the greatest numbers in the Bia~Tawya arcae The two other major
study arcas supperted wildlifc numbers which werc only 5% and 1%
of those in Bia-Tawyae Ungulates, the nost important bushmeat
species, werc only 4% and T% respectfully; indicating that over-
hunting is seriously rcducing wildlife populations in most arease
Other factors, espcoinlly other land uses,also effect wildlifc and
are discussed.

Elephants ocour in the southern portion of the area and are a
major problen due to their habit of raiding farmse A high ooncentra=
tion was found in Bia Trib. South FeRe near idjuafuae Ilephants als~
occur in the Sukusuku and Bia-Tawya arcas, though in lower numberse




Those in Sukusuku repoptedly raid farms in the Niabl& area in
Ivory Coast and extensive raiding occurs in the eastern portion
of the Bia-Tawyas The cost of elephant damge was estimated at
15,000,400 to 20,000,00 N¢ per amurie

Land use in the aroa, as it relates to vildlife problems, is
also discussed, Bushneat production is disoussed at a form of land
uses Altarnatives for dealing with the elephant problen are suggestod.
Opportunities far blending compatible land uses znd means of dealing
with incompatible lagd uses are discussed, as they relate to wildlirfe
problense

It is recommended that the Krokosua Hills should be given
strict protection in the form of stotus os a National Park, in order
to protect the rare species and develop the tourist potential of the
areas It is further suggested that the rresently undeveloped south
portion of the study area be given status 25 a Game Production Area
in order to control bushmeat production and put it on a sustained
yicld basise Such an ares would also provide long tern habitat
protection anmd control hunting so that the survival of rare species
would be assurede Since the forest in the Krokosua Hills is non=
economic, and since forestry and bushneat production are compatible
in the southern area, thiese suggestions are genorally corpatible with
ostablished 1md uses in the area and therefore provide an exccptional
opportunity for establishing intelligent mnagerent of the wildlife

rosources
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INTRODUCTION

Wildlife in Ghana is a resource of major importance. Since
ancient tines it has been an inportant source of protein. However,
with the developnent of the country, problems concerning wildlife
have intensified to a point vhere managenent to conserve the resource
is necessaryes

This study is the beginning of an inventory of the wildlife
resource and the najor wildlife problens of the country. It is the
first assignnamt of a young unit of the Departrent of Gone and
Wildlifes called The Wildlif'e Resources Swrvey Unite Having developeld
and agrecd on the basic technique for the general faunal survey for
Ghana, based on wark in Mole National Park (then a Gane Reserve), thic
work was begun in the Westarn Region of Ghana with special emphasis on
the basin of the Bia rivere This area was chosen as being of prinory
inmportance due to theiw

(1) Interest in endangered specoics of the high forest arca
espocially in the Pygny Hippopotanus, (Ghoerogsis ]iberiensis;
shown by the Fauna Preservation Society of Britain since 1960,
In 1967, the socicty, besides supporting the training
of Rangers in Tanzania, provided tents and camp beds which I considered
to be the basic requircnents for a survey to find out whether any
Pygny Hippopotamnus still exists in the Bia basine With the return of

the trained rangers and the cquipncnt still kept for the operation, it
was essential to carry out the oxercisc,

(4i) since 1963, it lad been found that a high forest Gane Reserve
to be developed into a National Park, was necessary for Ghana, to contain
Chimpanzces EPan trog&ogﬂas) which are getting rare, as well as nonkeys
like Green Colobus (endangered) Black Colobus, Red Colobus and Dianc

ilonkeye Jin area in which a population of elephants could be preserved
was also of inportances.

To the north of the Bia basin farming activities, coupled with
tiober operations, had created serious elephant control problernse
Hunters camped in the Forest Reserves poached the eclephants and drove
then out into the surrounding farnlande There they soon acquired a
taste for farn produces In 1963, the chief of Goaso District refused
to believe that elephants would turn also to feeding on cocoae They
assuwred ne that they have lived with the elephants so far without
trouble and could not believe that this would changes
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Agrioultural produce arc now being danaged and of late the
elephants have taken to eating cocoa podse Farning is being done
right up to the boundory lines of the forest resServas, S ¢
romaining pockets of forest now seen t00 small to contain the
elephante

It is oonsidercd ncocssary to @t aside a large tract of
the forest as resarve to protect the elephants while tho Departnent
does heavy control shooting clscwhere in the arcae Besidoes
preserving a tropical rain forest which will be of ecological
importance foar the present and future gonerations, the area to
be rescrved could also contain a viable elephant populatione
This is necessary to avoid the possibility that as nore and noro
land is brought under oultivation, and with intensificd lunbering
in the smll rernining forost reserves, that the Departoent will
be compelled to eradicate the aninals; or their habitat will be so
reduced that thoy will die out or leove the area far lock of suitablo
habitate

(J.'L'L) The cconorioe importance of the rain forest has so far been
neasured in terns of timber production snd agricultural produce.
Therc is however, local knowledge of the econoric importance of
fauna as a source of food and incore though this is not acknowledged
ot the national level. Since fauna is not viewed as property of
individuals to be managed carefully in its exploitation, but as

cormmnal or collective property, to be exploited while the going
is good, it is neccessary for govarnnant to ensurc that this resource

is properly menagede Gilven such a collective property vested in the

Central Governnent, it is the responsibility of the Departrient of

Gane ond Wildlife to set cash value on the wildlife of the arca
end thereby establish wildlife utilization os another form of land

use in the rain forest; "oash value" sincc the present pattorn of
lond use in the area is based on cash ooonorye

Consequently it was oonsiderced necossgry to ensurc that the
founal survey necessitated by problems (i), (ii) and (iii) above be
oxponded to cover land use and economic factors upon vhich & realistic
deeision con be mnde by the Governnente Ixperionce hed showm thot
the fauna of the area werc heavily used as o protein source and until
Just about a decade ago the arca betweon River Bin and the Ivory Coast
was lorgely o hunting ground with tapping of rubbor, but little
agricultural activitys The sale of bushncat and nonkey skins was
a mJjor source of income in the arca at that tince I still have a
black colobus nonkey skin given to e by ny father who once traded
in the skins fron that arcae
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In view of all these the survey tean under the loadarship
of lire Bob Janieson was assignod the duty ofie-

(i) establishing whether or not the Pygmy
Hippopotarus still occured in the Bia basing

(:u.) investigating the present status of all major
fauna of the basing

(i41) dnvestigating the mjor factors affocting
wilalife (wild animels and their habitat);

(iv) assessing the economic importance of bushieat
in the area;

(v) investigating the land usc in the arca in
relation to its offecets on wildlife;

(vi) making proposals concerning wildlife mana-
genent in the arcae

It was and it is still my belief that in this way one oan
collcot both qualitative and quantitative inforrntion upon which to
base proposals to the Central Governnente Such infornction gives
us greater oonfidence in rocormended lincs of actione

I trust the tean has done justice to its terms of referance
a8 a pionecring project of this kind which hos also offercd
opportunities foar the training of all concerncde

Belelie Lsibey
Chicf Gane & Wildlife Officecre

Sanolo

13/3/72



